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The topic for this quarter is the role of China in the evolution of the early modern world system. To understand the crucial part that China played in the creation of this world system—which for the first time knit all parts of the world into a complex trading network and, to varying degrees, a shifting pattern of political domination—it is necessary to examine the changing relationships between China, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, the European New World empires, and Central Asia.  

The course opens with an overview of the major scholarly approaches to this topic—that is, the efforts of scholars to construct a model that explains both the Chinese understanding of its place in the world and the real power relations that at times supported and at other times undermined that understanding.  

Three sessions are then devoted to shifts that take place in the China’s political and economic relations to its neighbors and the Eurasian world over the course of the tenth through the fifteenth centuries: from an uneasy acknowledgment in the Song of China’s inability to dominate its closest neighbors (and thus its position of “equality” with such “barbarian” states as the Liao and Jin), to China’s position as the treasure-house of the vast Eurasian empire established by the Mongol conquests of the thirteenth century, and finally, after the restoration of Chinese rule in the late fourteenth century, to China’s “age of discovery” and its efforts to assert its sovereignty over Southeast Asia and portions of eastern Africa.  

The remainder of the course is devoted to the role that China played in the development of European imperialism and colonialism in the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries. We treat the ways in which Chinese merchants negotiated with Portuguese and Dutch traders and were eventually able to undermine efforts by these countries to establish colonial empires in East Asia.  We will also examine the crucial role that China (and Southeast Asia) played in the trade in silver from the New World and in luxury items like silk and porcelain to the Old World in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  We examine the imperialist expansion of the Qing state in the eighteenth century and the consequences that this westward extension of imperial authority—into Mongolia, Xinjiang, and Tibet—had for the later Qing confrontation with imperialist Britain.  The course ends with the first stage of this long and bitter confrontation: the fruitless effort of Lord Macartney to “open” the Qing to trade and diplomatic exchange with the West at the very end of the eighteenth century. 

Readings:

All required readings are on two-hour reserve at Sullivant Library.  
Requirements:
Students are expected to attend each class session, to read one book per week, and to participate actively in class discussions. The first week of class, the professor will lead a discussion in which we discuss different approaches to the history of imperialism and neo-colonialism; this session will be a general discussion for which there is no written assignment. For each class session thereafter, each student will sign up to read one of the books assigned for the session. (The instructor reserves the right to assign readings if students do not choose widely enough to encompass the range of readings.) One student will be assigned to present his/her reading to the group and to lead a discussion that ties the contents of the reading back to the first week’s readings. In addition, each student will be expected to write a four- to five-page paper on each of four of the readings covered during the quarter; these papers should consist of a brief summary of the argument of the book and a considerably longer analysis or critique of the book and/or a comparison of the book's arguments with those of previous readings. These papers must be completed two days in advance of the class meeting and distributed electronically to the whole class. The papers will form the basis for the class discussion.
Each paper is worth 20% of the final grade; participation in class discussions comprises the remaining 20%.  
Grades will be distributed as follows: A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62.
N.B.: All university rules regarding cheating and plagiarism are applicable and it is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with them. This syllabus and any study aids supplied to the students in this course are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Any further instructions regarding course requirements given verbally by the instructor are as binding as written instructions. 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; <http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.>http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Course Outline:

1. Theoretical Approaches: Trade, Politics, and China’s Place in the World

Wang Gungwu: The Chinese Way: China’s Position in International Relations. Oslo: Scandinavian University Press, 1995.

Fairbank, John K., ed. The Chinese World Order: Traditional China’s Foreign Relations Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1968.
Adshead, Samuel Adrian. China in World History.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2000.
2. “China among Equals” (10th-13th Centuries)

Rossabi, Morris (ed.), China Among Equals: the Middle Kingdom and its Neighbours, 10th - 14th centuries. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983.
Hirth, Freidrich & Rockhill, W.W. Chau Ju-Kua: His Work on the Chinese and Arab Trade in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, entitled Chu-fan-chi. New York: Paragon Book Reprint Co., 1966.

3. China under the Mongols: The Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368) and the Eurasian World

Abu-Lughod, Janet L. Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991.
Griffith, Tom. The Travels of Marco Polo. Hertfordshire: Wordsworth, 1997.

Kuwabara, J.  “On P’u Shou-Keng,” Toyo Bunko Research Department Memoirs, 1928.2, pp. 1-79.
4. The Ming Dynasty: Early Exploration
Wade, Geoff. Ming China and Southeast Asia in the 15th Century: A Reappraisal. Singapore: Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore, 2004.

Fei Hsin. Hsing-cha-sheng-lan: the overall survey of the star raft. Translated by J.V.G. Mills; revised, annotated, and edited by Roderich Ptak. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1996.
Brown, R. M. Maritime archaeology and shipwreck ceramics in Malaysia. Kuala Lumpur: Jabatan Muzium dan Antikuiti, 2001.

5. China and the European Empires: a) European Colonies in Asia

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. The Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500-1700: A Political and Economic History. New York: Longman Science and Technology, 1993.

Souza, George Bryan. The Survival of Empire: Portuguese Trade and Society in China and the South China Sea, 1630-1750. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986.

Van Ween, Ernst, and Leonard Blussé, eds. Rivalry and Conflict: European Traders and Asian Trading Networks in the 16th and 17th Centuries. Leiden: CNWS Publications, 2005.
Chaudhury, Sushil, and Michel Morineau, eds. Merchants, Companies, and Trade: Europe and Asia in the Early Modern Era. London: Cambridge University Press, 1999.

6. China and European Empires: b) The Silver Trade and the New World

Atwell, William. “Another Look at Silver Imports into China, ca. 1635-1644.” In Journal of World History, 16.4 (December 2005): 1-33.
Von Glahn, Richard. Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.
7. Regional Interactions: Southern Fujian and Southeast Asia

So, Kee Long. Prosperity, Region and Institutions in Maritime China; The South Fukien Pattern, 946 – 1368. Cambridge, Mass,: Harvard University Asia Center, 2000.

Reid, Anthony. Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1990. 2 volumes.
Ng, Chin Keong. Trade and Society, The Amoy Network on the China Coast, 1683 – 1735. Singapore: Singapore University Press, 1983.

8. Regional Interactions: b) Southeast Asia and China
Reid, Anthony. Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1990. 2 volumes.

Kuhn, Philip. Chinese among Others: Emigration in Modern Times. New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2008.

Wang Gungwu. China and the Overseas Chinese. Singapore: Times Academic Press, 1991.

Blussé, L. & Chen Menghong, eds. The Archives of the Kong Koan of Batavia. Leiden: Brill, 2003.

9. Central Asia and the Imperial Ambitions of the Qing Dynasty

Millward, James. Beyond the Pass: Economy, Ethnicity, and Empire in Qing Central Asia. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998.  

Perdue, Peter. China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2005.
Crossley, Pamela Kyle.  A Translucent Mirror: History and Identity in Qing Imperial Ideology.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997.

10. The Qing and European Empires

Fairbank, John K. Trade and Diplomacy on the North China Coast: The Opening of the Treaty Ports, 1842-1854. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1953.
Hevia, James L. Cherishing Men from Afar: Qing Guest Ritual and the Macartney Embassy of 1793.  Durham: Duke University Press, 1995.
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